
EEB Spring EEB Spring EEB Spring EEB Spring 
NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    
Issue ContentsIssue ContentsIssue ContentsIssue Contents    
    

EEB Welcome Back: 
Spring version 
 

Introducing new EEB 
Newsletter Staff! 
 

Interview with EEB/EVE 
Alumni: Yoel Stuart 
 
Research in Baja, CA 
 

Spring Quarter Events 
‘n Things 
 

Summer at Bodega Ma-
rine Laboratory 
 

SEEDS Club Update 
 

The EEB Bonus Cross-
word Puzzle #3 

Evolution, Ecology and 

Biodiversity 

EEB Welcome Back  
(From Spring Break) 

 How is everyone doing?  I hope every-
one is refreshed from that long Spring Week-
end and ready for the spring quarter.  On the 
bright side, at least we get out earlier for sum-
mer, right?  Alright, so if you’re still upset 
about the short spring break this year, we’ll do 
our best to make your return to school pleas-
ant. 
 The spring issue of our newsletter is 
jam-packed with goodies (like always) in-
cluding an interview with a UC Davis Alumni 
discussing invaluable info. about applying to 
grad school.  Also in store for you are some 
events, updates and an introduction to our new 
newsletter staff member!  So don’t put this one 
down just yet, EEB major!  Read on and enjoy 

Joseph Huang 
EEB Newsletter Senior Editor and EEB Academic 

Peer Advisor 

Olen Dick 
EEB Newsletter Editor and EEB Academic Peer 

Advisor 

what we have to offer with a positive at-
titude. 

New EEB  
Newsletter Staff 

Member 

 I want to introduce you all to a 
very talented young man who has 
brought it upon himself to write for the  

Another photo of the magnificent cheetah! 



Some crabs can decorate themselves to hide 
from their predators.  These are called decora-
tor crabs.  It’s almost as if they’re putting on 
clothes! 

Interview with 
EEB/EVE Alumni: 

Yoel Stuart 
By: Olen Dick 

I recently began the long and ar-

duous journey of applying to graduate 

schools and thought, “I should listen to 
advice from someone who has recently 
labored through the process.” Since I was 
to be sharing this information with my 
fellow undergraduates, I thought my in-

terviewee should at least be accepted to a 
graduate program. I interviewed Yoel Stuart, 
2006 EEB graduate, who was accepted to 
every university he applied to including, Uni-

versity of Arizona, University of Georgia, 

UC Berkeley, UC Merced, and Harvard. 
How do you know graduate school is 

right for you? This is an important question to 
ask yourself before you go through the appli-
cation process and possibly years of research, 

A rocky intertidal invertebrate with a rather elaborate, 
yet mesmerizing shell known as abalone. 

only to realize that graduate school is not right 
for you. Yoel enjoys the academic environ-
ment so graduate school is a logical choice to 
continue working in this area. He also enjoys 
the research he is doing and is looking for-
ward to developing and hopefully answering 
his own research questions. 
 Yoel has been working in Dr. Rick 
Grosberg’s lab for two years, studying popu-
lation genetics in intertidal invertebrates.  His 
experience doing research as an undergradu-
ate helped him decide to continue his educa-
tion in graduate school. His research exper- 

ience gave him ideas about what he 
wants to study in the future. When asked 
if he had any advice for fellow under-
graduates searching for research opportu-
nities, he said “There are a lot of oppor-
tunities available, as long as you are se-
rious about it.” Students should find re-
search they are interested in, and ex-
plore options like grants and fellowships 
for undergraduates. 
 “How did you (Yoel) decide 
which graduate schools to apply to?” 
Yoel suggests figuring out what type of 
program or research is interesting, and 
then looking up the facilities, faculty, and 
reading recent publications of faculty that 
are of interest. It is also important to re-
search where the school is. If you have 
trouble handling Davis winters then a 
school in New England might not be for 
you. After doing your research, Yoel be-
lieves it comes down to a “gut feeling.” 
 Once the search has been nar-
rowed down to a few programs, what 
comes next? Neil Milan a former UC 
Davis EEB undergraduate and current 
graduate student at Emory University 
recommends contacting faculty you are 
interested in working with. Again, do 
your homework. Read their recent publi-
cations, explain your interest in their re-
search, ask if they are accepting graduate 
students, and attach your resume or tran-
script. 
 Yoel stresses that starting your 
application early is essential. He found 
the most difficult part to be writing the 
personal statement. Lets face it, it can be 
awkward writing about yourself. Yoel 

EEB Newsletter as well.  Not only is he 
an EEB major and an EEB academic peer 
advisor, now he also retains the title of 
EEB Newsletter Editor.  His name is 
Olen Dick.  For those of you who know 
him, you also know that he is more than 
qualified for the position and we are all 
glad he’s on board.  Hurray for Olen! 



suggests writing it early and having it 
proof read by several people. Strong let-
ters of recommendation are an impor-
tant part of the application. You do not 
want your recommender irritated with 
you as they write your letter, so ask for 
them at least one month in advance. Re-
member that fresh baked goods never 
hurt. Begin studying early for the GRE, 
at least one and a half months before the 
test. Some strategies that helped Yoel 
were to use a GRE practice book and 
flash cards for the vocabulary.  He also 
said taking a prep course can be a big 
help if you have difficulty making time to 
study. 
 Our newsletter staff thanks Yoel 
for generously donating his time for the 
interview.  We hope our readers find this 
information helpful and good luck to all 
those future grad school applicants.  
Also, remember we offer advising ser-
vices if you have more questions regard-
ing graduate school. 

Here’s an eye-
catching photo 
to show you all 
just how won-
derful the rocky 
intertidal is.  It 
truly is a place of 
vast potential for 
asking and an-
swering the most 
fascinating re-
search questions! 

 The road to Bahia de Los Angeles me-
anders in an eastward direction up the southern 
end of the Sierra San Pedro Martir surrounded 
by nothing except miles of Sonoran Desert. 
Eventually you reach the mountain pass and as 
the beautiful vista of the Sea of Cortez unfolds 
you are hit by a continuous wave of humidity. 
Bahia de Los Angeles is a small town of 
around 500 people trying to make a living in 
the unforgiving desert. Naturally people make 
their living utilizing resources from the rich 
waters of the gulf. Poaching and over-fishing 
has become a major problem in the area. Anto-
nio Resendiz is a marine biologist trying to 
mitigate these effects on the marine environ-
ment and performing research on sea turtles. I 
spent two months in ‘Bahia’ as the locals call it 
working with Antonio. 

I spent two months in 
‘Bahia’, as the locals call it, 
working with Antonio. Much of 
my time was spent measuring 
captured sea turtles, caring for sea 
turtles being raised in captivity 
and preparing adults for release 
into the wild. It was a wonderful 
experience working so closely 
with these animals. I also gained 
experience teaching groups of 
visiting students about the biol-
ogy and natural history of sea tur-
tles and about the Bay of Los An-
geles.  

Thanks to Antonio, I was also able to 
work with many visiting researchers from 
the U.S. and Europe on various projects. 
I worked with an entomologist from 
Spain, hopping from island to island 
gathering data on insect diversity. I also 
helped Dan Anderson, a professor in the 
department of Wildlife, Fish and Conser-
vation Biology at UC Davis, with his re-
search on Brown Pelicans.  
 These were only a few of the 
amazing things I did with m internship, 
not to mention the fiestas and moonlit 
swims in the bay. Most importantly, my 
experiences gave me a better idea of my 
future research goals. Any internship is a 
great way to gain experience and meet 
professionals in your future field.  

Research Experience in 
Baja California’s Bahia de 
Los Angeles by: Olen Dick 

A Turkey Vulture soaking up some morn-
ing rays on top of a Cardon cactus. 
Cardons are the largest species of cactus 
and endemic to Baja.  



 

Summer Field-
Camp Course: 

Colorado Ecosystem 
Field Studies 

course totals $975 including food, water and 
use of the camp site.  Students must bring their 
own tents and sleeping/outdoor gear.  For more 
information, look at the flier in Emily’s office 
in 2320G Storer, the peer advisors’ office in 
2202 Storer or contact the Course Director 
Steve Johnson through e-mail: 
steve@calwood.org. 

acre Cal-Wood Education Center near James-
town, CO. 
 The course revolves around hands-on 
activities, guided exploration, direct lecture 
and guest speakers discussing the fundamental 
components of Colorado’s diverse and dy-
namic ecosystem.  There will be lots of hiking 
involved, as you might guess. 
 This course is limited to 15 students 
and so they recommend you registering as 
soon as possible.  The cost for taking the  

Summer Courses 
offered by: 

Bodega Marine 
Laboratory 

 I know I might have given your 
hopes up by mentioning that the summer 
course offered by University of Colorado is 
limited to 15 students.  To redeem myself, I 
will also inform you of another great op-
portunity to take courses over the summer.  
These courses are offered by our very own 
Bodega Marine Laboratory.  The Bodega 
Bay area is beautiful (trust us, both Olen 
and I would know) and just full of potential 
for students to learn all about the marine 
ecosystems including the exciting rocky 
intertidal! 

Spring Quarter 
Event: Picnic Day 

 Ah, Picnic Day.  For those of you 
who have never gone before, Picnic Day is 
a wonderful day when the community gets 
to come together to learn about UC Davis 
and see its sights.  There are numerous 
booths, shows, activities and all sorts of 
other ridiculously fun things going on dur-
ing Picnic Day.  This is not a day to miss, 
especially because the EEB peer advisors 
also have an exhibit with ANIMALS on 
display for everyone to (carefully) handle.  
So do consider showing up and better yet, 
say hello to us! 
 The true purpose of our presence 
there is once again to inform undergradu-
ates about the wonderful opportunities of-
fered in the EEB major and just other tips 
if they’re not interested in declaring.  Just 
remember to be safe and sound the night 
before and the day of Picnic Day.  That’s 
all. 

This upcoming summer 2007 has a summer 
field-camp course offered through the Uni-
versity of Colorado.  This course goes for 
two weeks from July 8th to July 21st.  The 
course takes place in the gorgeous 1,200- 

This is a landscape photo of what a portion of the area 
where the Cal-Wood Education Center is located.  
Breathtaking, no? 

Bodega Marine Laboratory is located (not surpris-
ingly) right in Bodega Bay, CA.  If this photo of the 
attractive coast of bodega bay does not spark the 
least bit of fascination for you, well that’d be a 
shame. 



SEEDS Club Update 

 For all of those who are wondering 
about the status of this SEEDS Club, well 
this section will be important for you.  
Don’t jump off your seat and yell in ex-
citement at this news, but guess what?  
SEEDS Club has been an official club 
here at UC Davis and had its registration 
approved through the Student Programs 
and Activities Center as of March 13th, 
2007.  Oh yea, and we have a mailbox and 
everything, suh-weet! 
 More great news about the SEEDS 
Club is that it now has its own Facebook 
group!  All the credit goes to our Activi-
ties Chair: Sandy Kawano.  This club is 
totally running and the Co-Presidents are 
doing their best to keep it that way.  
Sharon wants to meet the club’s members 
soon so she will almost certainly attend 
the first club meeting of this quarter.  Club 
meeting times are to be determined, but 
keep on asking myself (Joseph Huang: 
Co-president) or Emilio Gabbai-Saldate 
(Co-president) about it and sooner than 
later we’ll have the time figured out. 
 You can e-mail me at: 
jlohuang@ucdavis.edu and/or Emilio at: 

 To learn more about the courses, 
check out the BML website at 
http://www-bml.ucdavis.edu or better yet, 
e-mail the BML Recruiter: Jonathan 
Schram at jrschram@ucdavis.edu.  He’ll 
tell you just exactly how fabulous taking a 
course at BML is. 

egabbais@ucdavis.edu. 
We hope to hear from all of you! 

 This crossword puzzle has to do with a lot of 
general biology.  Thus, the purpose of it would be to see 
if our majors know their basics!  So I wish you all the 

best of luck.  Have at it but remember to also have fun! 

ACROSS CLUES: 

2. Sexually transmitted disease affecting anthers of 
flowers. 
6. An embryonic root. 
7. Vascular photosynthetic organ. 
9. Complete female part of a flower. 
11. The undisputed world's smallest flowering plant. 
12. Anthers release pollen before stigma is receptive. 
16. Originates from the zygote. 
17. Four sets of chromosomes (4n). 
21. Sporangia clusters on the underside of fern leaves. 
22. Develops into a seed. 
26. Male spores each producing two sperm inside elon-
gated tube. 
27. Organism able to synthesize its own food. 
28. Complete male part of a flower. 
29. Only one set of chromosomes (1n). 
33. Organism unable to synthesize its own food. 
34. Ten sets of chromosomes (10n). 
36. Male reproductive cell. 
37. Outer layer of ovule that becomes the seed coat 
around seed. 
38. Colorful modified leaf in a flower. 
40. Name of 2 nuclei inside endosperm mother cell that 
fuse with a sperm. 
43. Fleshy halves of a bean or pea embryo. 
44. Non-flowering vascular plant studied in lab. 
45. Water-conducting vascular tissue in a plant. 
47. Haploid gamete-producing plant. 
50. Embryonic shoot and leaves in a seed. 
51. Plant adapted to dry soil (LM-176). 

52. Opening in seed coat where pollen tube penetrated 
the ovule. 
53. Nonvascular rootlike structures. 
54. Pollination between flowers on two different plants. 

 

DOWN CLUES: 

1. Stalk of a moss sporangium. 
2. Pollination involving one or more flowers on the 
same plant. 
3. Tree pollinated by a minute wasp. 
4. Attachment scar on a seed. 
5. A fertilized egg. 
6. A scaly, underground vascular stem. 
8. Belt of hygroscopic cells around a fern sporangium. 
10. Haploid nonvascular plant producing embryo within 
its female sex organ.  
13. A typically-green, modified leaf in a flower. 
14. A diploid spore-producing plant. 
15. A sexually complete flower with pistil and stamens. 
16. Triploid food storage tissue in a seed. 
18. Haploid female sex organ of a moss and a fern. 
19. Having two sets of chromosomes. 
20. Plant family with undisputed largest fruits in the 
world. 
23. Flower part that ripens into a fruit. 
24. Species with separate male and female flowers on 
the same plant. 
25. Stigma is receptive before the anthers are mature. 
27. Haploid male sex organ of a moss and a fern. 
30. A flower that has either a pistil or stamens, but not 
both sex organs. 
31. Term for a species with male and female flowers on 
separate plants. 
32. Part of your anatomy analogous to the hilum on a 
bean seed. 
35. A multicellular (or unicellular) structure that pro-
duces spores. 
39. The stalk of an ovule within the ovary. 
41. A mature, ripened ovule inside a mature, ripened 
ovary. 
42. Type of sperm of moss and fern that needs free wa-
ter to reach the egg. 
44. An angiosperm reproductive organ. 
46. Name applied to diploid cell that undergoes meiosis. 
48. A female haploid cell. 
49. Reproduction resulting in genetic variation within 
species populations. 

EEB Bonus Cross-
word Puzzle #3 



Plant and Animal Life Cycles 
Crossword Puzzle 

This is Joseph’s third newsletter and Olen’s first.  Tell them how it has improved since the staff increase, what needs improving still and/or give them any wholesome suggestions 
you may have.  We welcome and are open to any new ideas that might better our ability to bestow a newsletter you all would want to read. 
You can contact Joseph at jlohuang@ucdavis.edu or Olen at osdick@ucdavis.edu.  Thank you and we hope you enjoyed our Spring Edition of the EEB Newsletter!  Oh yea, the 
answers to this crossword puzzle is online at http://waynesword.palomar.edu/croswrd1.htm#lifecy1a. 
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