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EEB Welcome Back
(from Winter Break)

Joseph Huang
EEB Newsletter Senior Editor
EEB Academic Peer Advisor

Welcome back from winter break all
you EEB majors! | hope you all had a chance
to do nothing productive for at least a couple
of days during winter vacation. Now that
school is starting again, that kind of thinking is
forbidden.

Alright, I got a couple of things in store
for you EEB majors. Never fear, for we have
another exciting interview for all our under-
grads to read! However, this time the inter-
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viewee is another fellow EEB undergradu-
ate. You get to read about all her accom-
plishments over the summer with the
SCEP. This will give you an idea of what
great things you can do with the major! 1
will also be presenting you some upcom-

Great Barracuda ( Sphyraera barracuda )

The Barracuda is a formidable, aquatic
predator.

ing noteworthy events. Then | have an
update on previously mentioned clubs
along with new ones | discovered. One
minor thing near the end 1 will mention is
that the yellow sheet you may all have
seen that lists our EVE courses had a lit-
tle mistake in a course that’s offered in
Spring 2007. Last but not least, the end



of the newsletter is another ecology-related
crossword puzzle. You may notice that
this newsletter is shorter; however the con-
tent is still jam-packed. 1 hope all you EEB
majors enjoy this newsletter!

/\/\/
Interview with EEB

undergrad:
Sandy Kawano

/\/\/

| wrote an e-mail to Sandy while
she was in Texas interning with the
USFWS. She did some pretty amazing
things and definitely got a lot out of it.
Me: First of all, tell us how you are today,
Sandy. While you’re at it, tell us a
little bit about yourself (hobbies/
interests, maybe family history or
where your from, anything you think
that’s worth mentioning).
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Here’s what a Kemp’s Ridley Sea

Turtle looks like!

Sandy: | just got back to Davis, and am happy

to be back in my apartment. It was nice
to be able to get a full night’s sleep
without having to worry about raccoons
having a party on my trailer or mice
crawling on my bed! However, | will
miss being able to see the Milky Way,
and being immersed in all the wildlife,
though.

Well, here’s a little bit of information
about myself:

I am 21 years old, and transferred from
De Anza College last year. My parents
are Japanese Brazilians, and my sister
and | are first generation students. |
received an Associates of Science in
Biological Sciences in August 2005,
and am working on a Bachelor’s of Sci-
ence in Evolution, Ecology and Biodi-
versity with a minor in Avian Sciences.

M: So what interested you in declaring EEB as

your major as an undergrad and what do
you like about it most?

S: To be honest, | found it very difficult to

choose between Evolution and Ecology, and
Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology.
Both majors offered great classes and have
renowned professors, but there was some-
thing about the EVE/EEB courses that just
caught my attention, though. I think overall
I was more interested in the relations be-
tween biota with abiota, and how these af-
fect populations. Although I have declared
EEB as my major, | am still taking a signifi-
cant number of WFC courses as well.

M: How’s the SCEP going? Could you de-

scribe it a little bit, and then describe what
you do as a part of that program? (a short
summary is fine, don’t feel you need to
give me a huge description).

S: The Student Career Experience Program
(SCEP) is offered by the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and
is geared towards training students for a
position with USFWS. Appointees agree
to take a certain number of classes that
relate to their career position, and com-
plete at least 640 hours with USFWS.
After you complete the requirements and
graduate, USFWS will guarantee you a
full-time position with the service within
120 days after graduation. What’s great
about the program is that you may con-
tinue being a SCEP while attending
graduate school. As you are working as a

It's not that
bad having

these guys on
your bed, is it?

SCEP, you will receive pretty much the
same benefits that a full-time employee
would be receiving (relative to the number
of hours you work). | have already been
offered a retirement plan, life insurance, and
health benefits. Also, I received a large al-
lowance to buy uniforms, free housing, and
will be receiving reimbursements for my
travel costs back to Davis. This is a great
program that is flexible with your school
schedule, and allows you to gain experience
that is related to your career choice.
M: I heard you are also working your way
to get a full-time position working for
the USFWS. Now that sounds like quite



a feat, and I’m sure you’re excited. Any
words about that? Did you always want to
work for the USFWS?

S: Iam still in shock about the possibility
of earning a full-time position with
USFWS. Although I planned on apply-
ing for a job with USFWS or Fish and
Game, | did not expect my prosperity to
come so soon. | am glad that all my
hard work is paying off, and that | have
made my family proud.

M: You’re a senior now at UC Davis
(correct?), so will working full time
for USFWS be a future job or will you
be working for them as you continue
to get your degree? (Pretty much, what
are your plans with the USFWS?)

S: I am currently a senior, but will gradu-
ating in 2008 (I will be a super sen-
ior!). There are just too many classes
that I want to take! Currently | am
working for Region 2 for my SCEP
position, but I am in the midst of try-
ing to get transferred to California. |
hope to work during the school year at
one of the refuges around Sacramento,
and then work a few months in one of
the refuges in the Hawaiian Archipel-
ago. Another benefit of SCEP is that
USFWS will pay for moving costs to
your first permanent position. | am
very much interested in studying the
physiological ecology of the Hawaiian
gobioids, so | want to see if this is
where | would like to be sent in the
future. However, after | graduate from
UC Dauvis, | will be going to graduate
school for a Ph.D. in Ecology. There
is still a lot to learn about graduate
school, but my involvement with the

A beautiful view of the Katun River.
Being a biologist lets you really appre-
ciate scenery like this.

McNairs Scholars Program will provide the
preparation [in applying for] and attending
graduate school.

M: Any other goals that you might wish to
accomplish while here at UC Davis and
in the future?

S: One of my main goals is to get my name
published as an undergraduate. There
were no research opportunities at my com-
munity college, so | am a little behind.
Currently, | am conducting research with
Dr. Judy Stamps where we are studying
natal habitat preference induction in Dro-
sophila flies. There are so many objec-
tives that 1 would like to accomplish that |
do not even know where to begin for a
long-term goal. If I must pick one, |
would have to say that it would be to help
with understanding and conserving wild-
life and the environments needed to sus-
tain them. This is really broad because |
cannot pinpoint exactly where 1 would like
to focus my attention.

M: Any tips for undergrads in our major?

Maybe recommend some professors that

you’ve had? (you can just say all of

them if you can’t choose, | understand,

haha)

S: You will hear it a million times, but |
cannot stress it enough “Exhaust your
resources.” Davis has a lot to offer,
and both faculty and students dedicate
their time and efforts towards provid-
ing undergraduates with the proper
tools to succeed. | was in the Trans-
fer Student Fellows Program, and |

will be a member of the McNairs Schol-
ars Program. My SCEP position came
as a result of one of the e-mails that
Emily Prieto sent out. All of these won-
derful things [were] not just handed to
me; | had to earn them. Visit some of
the facilities that Davis operates. For
instance, | had my resume critiqued at
the ICC for free. Also, talk to your pro-
fessors. They have dedicated their lives
towards their field of study for a reason.
If you are at all interested in their work,
let them know, and they might be able to
help you out with resources or just other



people to talk to. Make sure you accom-
plish everything you can so you do not
have any regrets in the future.

The gorgeous coast of Oregon. I'm sure
turtles go out to sea here, too.

|

For EEB majors in particular, 1 would

highly recommend taking a class (any

class) with Dr. Arthur Shapiro. | have
taken biogeography and systematics with
him, and will be taking Evolution of Eco-
logical Systems in Fall 2006. Dr. Shapiro
is a genius, and is one of the friendliest
people I have ever met. He has an incredi-
ble capacity to retain a plethora of informa-
tion, and is eager to share this with any in-
terested students. Also, | would recom-

mend Animal Communication (EVE 107)

with Gail Patricelli. 1took this when it was

first offered last fall, and I learned more
than | had anticipated. There is a lot of in-
formation, but Dr. Patricelli makes an ef-
fort to make it easy to understand.

M: Here’s your chance to plug in any final
words that you’d like to get into the
newsletter.

S: We EEB majors are especially lucky

because UC Davis is rated #1 for evolu-

tion and ecology. It is to our benefit to take
advantage of all the wonderful resources that
UCD has to offer, and the knowledge and ex-
periences that the [EVE] professors have to
share. We have the opportunity to make a dif-
ference, so we might as well begin right here

on campus.

Arguably the coolest looking insect ever.
Here it is: the praying mantis.

That’s one of many our major’s fabu-
lous students preparing to make the most out of
herself in the world. There are no slackers in
the EEB major; because there would be no way
to do well in the nation’s #1 ecology and evo-
lution program with a slacker attitude. Once
again, it’s possible for all of you to pursue such
wonderful opportunities. We should all thank
Sandy profoundly for her participation and co-
operation in sharing her experiences and
thoughts with us. Much thanks again, Sandy!

Okay, now that was a splendid inter-
view. We’ll be switching gears now and I’ll
update you on clubs that may pique your inter-
est and mention some important things you all
might find useful to know for this quarter.

I know I’ve mentioned a couple of
clubs in the past and I will be mentioning
those two again. | will also add another
couple that I know. These noteworthy
clubs with evolution, ecology and biodi-
versity themes essentially are the EEB
club, the Wildlife Society, the Society of
Conservation Biology and the officially
opened SEEDS club. All of these clubs’
meetings are worth going to at least a cou-
ple of times because they all have specific
emphases in the fields of evolution, ecol-
ogy and/or biodiversity. E-mail Emily
Prieto at eaprieto@ucdavis.edu or myself
at jlohuang@ucdavis.edu if you want to
go to the meetings but don’t know when
or where they are. We will find out for
you.

| have always
been fasci-
nated by jelly-
fish. They
truly look
alien-like. If
you want to
see a lot of
jellyfish, the
Monterey Bay
Aquarium is a
rather fantas-
tic place to go
see them in
captivity.
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The Wildlife Society

| went to one club meeting of the
Wildlife Society. At the club meeting, a
member made a solid presentation about
her internship experience in one of my
favorite places to go to when | was a
child: The Academy of Sciences Museum
in San Francisco. Her work was with
owls and parasite vectors of disease that
reduced the owl population. They seemed
to be a very friendly group and are active
right now. Go check them out if you’re
interested in wildlife and conservation. |
remember hearing that they have trips to
go see wildlife every quarter. 1 also be-
lieve this is the WFC major’s official club.

(@

The Society for Con-
servation Biology
(SCB)

First of all, I want to mention and
re-advertise for one of our peer advisors
about the SCB seminar series this quar-
ter. Itis held every Wednesday from
5:10 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. in Olson 205.
There was a class meeting yesterday and
the speaker, Pete Epanich had very inter-
esting research regarding stable isotopes
and their value in conservation biology.
It is possible to determine an organism’s
food source just by reading isotope ratios

of carbon, sulfur and nitrogen in the blood
for example. This is really interesting stuff
and the speaker told the class that the SCB
does meet once a month to talk about excit-
ing, current research. He also mentioned that
the group consisted mostly of graduate stu-
dents BUT undergraduates are more than
welcome to attend. Thus he is encouraging
undergraduates to get more interested in
ecology. | would take him up on his kind
offer!

EEB Club

The EEB club is still making plans
for this winter quarter. When president Olen
is ready to have another meeting, he will e-
mail all of us. Until then, I will do my part
for the club and try to find some time to
speak to the aviary and the entomology mu-
seum. Don’t worry, the EEB Club is still
reorganizing because it lost so many of the
previous officers and was in a sense
“revived” by the new ones.

SEEDS Club

| have exciting news that the SEEDS
club is officially up and running! Dr. Strauss
and Dr. Sih are active and have been listen-
ing to our suggestions about what we think
students want out of this club. We already
have a number of e-mails and will be going
to other ecology-related classes this quarter
to recruit more students into the club. I have
already spoken to Dr. Strong’s class and we
had a wonderful turn-out in the sign-up

sheet. Hopefully, most of the students
who signed up will attend the first meet-
ing held next week. We will have a lot of
things going on the first meeting, so
don’t miss it! The exact date, time and
place will be given once we find open-
ings in the club advisors’ schedules.

Jaguars are magnificent big cats that ac-
tually like to play in the water!
Spring 2007 cours

EVE 12;
Life in the Sea

There was a change in the quarter
when a course is being taught. EVE 12:
Life in the Sea taught by Dr. Susan Wil-
liams was obviously NOT taught last fall
and as students probably noticed it was
not in the course catalogue. It is actually
a course offered in the upcoming spring
quarter. Please make note of this and
those interested should take it. Itisa
lower division EVE course, but from
what I hear it is a great class. Not only is
it a great lower division EVE course, but
it also satisfies a GE writing requirement.
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